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"- The WEAVERS of London do humbly offer to the ſeri- 
ous Conſideration of both Houſes of Parliament ; 
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That this Kingdom of England will ſuſtain great Evils and Damage by enjojning the Wear 

: of Woollen Manufattures and Leather, both by Men, Women,and Children, by a Law ; and 
fo conſequently reſtraining the Wear of Silks and Hair Stuffs manufaFtured in England . 
And that great benefit may enſue to the Engliſh Nation, by probibiting the Uſe and Wear 
of Silks and Stuffs Foreign manufafur d, appears by theſe following Particulars, viz. 


HE Reſtraint of wearing Silks;and Stuffs made of Mohair Yar» manufaCtured in 
Exgland, will neceſſarily impoveriſh and depopulate the Nation, there being no 
Trades 1n 7: on that eng a; ſo many People as thole relating tathe Manufa- 
Eturing of Silk and Hair ; for upon the moſt modeſt computation they are judg- 
ed to be above Three hundred thouſand Souls Weavers, T hrowſters, Windſters, 
Dyers, and other Dependents thereupon, that. do ſubſiſt thereby, and that have no other 
way of. Livelyhood ; and a great part of theſe have ſerved ſeven years Apprentiſhip to their 
ſeveral Trades, according to theLaws of this Nation,(which makes their Trades a Freehold 
and Inheritance) and have Families depend upon them. Now if by Lew there ſhould be any 
Reſtraint of wearing Engliſh made Silks and Hair Stuffs for any part of the Year, they would 
be deprived of their ſaid Freehold and Inheritance, and muſt of neceſfity not only be impove- 
riſhed, but want bread in one year, nay the greatelt part of them.in one Months time, they 
having nothing' but from hand to mouth, and what they get by their daily Labour to ſupply 
- their daily Wants ; and conſequently the greateſt part of them muſt be neceſſitated in a 
ſhort time cither to take rude and deſperate courſes,or tranſport themſelves into ForeigaParts 
to get their Bread ; there being no other Imployment (either Handicraftor others) that can 
receive one fourth part of ſo great a Number, confidering that the 0/4 a»d Young are hereby 
imployed, and cannot otherwiſe, but be chargable to the places of their Abode. LD 
If 1t be objeCted, that this Reſtraint 15 intended but for five Months in the Year, and 
therefore cannot have ſuch diſma] Eftes. as are before mentioned : For Anſwer it is faid, 
That theſe five Months Reſtraint of wearing them will take off the Imployment of the Ma- 
nufaQurers thereof eight Months in the Year, and in little time amount to little leſs than a 
total Prohibition of them ; for that the perſons that wear Engliſh made Silks and Hair Stuffs 
are generally of the beſt Quality, and all of them eithes Leaders or Followers of the neweſt 
Modes and Faſhions, and therefore it cannot be ſuppoſed that they will buy Silk Garments 
to lay by them all the Winter to wear in Spring, for that then newer Modes and Faſhions 
will come in, and there cannot be allowed leſs (one with another) than three or four Months 
for them to wear out a Silk Garment : So that take the hive Months in the Year wherein 
they are not te be worn atall, and the three or four Months before, which mult be allowed 
for the wearing of thoſe they have already bought, there will not remain above three or four 
Months at moſt for the ManufaQturers to fell their Silks and Stuffs ; which amounts to little 
leſs than a total Prohibition, for this reaſon, for that the Merchants either cannot, or at leaſt 
will not, give credft tothe Weaver or Throwſter the. Year round; and ifthey ſhould, yet is 
there not one Weaver or Throwſter in a thouſand, that 1s able to ſupply their MPorkmen and 
Windſters with Money ſo long time, without Returns of Money for their Commodities, So 
that it is manifeſt notwithſtanding this ObjeQtion , the torementioned miſchiets of Poyerty 
and Depopulation muſt enfue upon it, - i 
And if it be objected, That*it is not intended to reſtrain the wear of Stuffs made of 
Mohair Yarn, commonly called Chamlers, or other Stuffs, whercot the Woot or Warp ſhall 
be of Mohair Tarn; This muſt be acknowledged to be ſo, but withall, thete-Chamlets and 
Stuffs are limitted to be uſed for Cloaks and Coats for Men only, which do not work up the ; 
fourth Part of the Mohair Yarns imported, nor do they imploy one fixth Part of the Hands 
that Mohair Yarns would imploy ; tor it i5 fo be noted, thit the ſeveral Commodities here- 
after named, viz. {en | - Wn Y. 
Barratin:s | Criſpiana's | Calamantoes | Farrentlines 
Prunella's | Tamaleta's \; Mohairs. ' | Moreld's - | 4 
and divers other Stuffs are made up of three Parts. of Mohair Yarn, and but one Part of 


Blk; and theſe are cheifly for the ule of Women and Children in the Winter {caſon,yÞd 
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| | That as this will impoveriſh the ManufaQturers of, Sk and Hair Stuffs, 10 it will alſo dimi- 
| niſh the conſumption of vo opt ware rm the Manufacturers thereot,and conſequent- 
-auſe cater Depopulation ot the Nation. | Eh 
| C 7 omni oregtet oy of our Cloths and Stuffs made here of Engliſh Wool are tranſs 
E rted beyond the Scas, and chiefly to Tarky ; in exchange whereof the Merchants bring | 

raw Silks and Mohair Yarn, which ſets ſo many thouſand people to work again ; and "tf the 
Conſumption of Silk ang Hair be abated in England, as it muſt needs be by the Reſtraint of 
X | the Wear thereof, the Exportation of Cloth muſt needs abate proportionably thereunto, for 
that there is little orher Commodities proper for Exgland to be had there in exchange for our 
- Cloths ; ſo that whereas the Tarky Companyin particular have of late exported twenty five 
or thirty thouſand Cloths in a Year, they may be reduced.to,ten or twelve thouſand, and by 
degrees to little or nothing ; and conſequentlyithere will be eighteen or twenty thouſand 
4 Efoths lie on the Clothiers hands in one Year more than they can vend ; and that there 
will be ſuch an Abatement in the Exportation of Ezg/ih Cloths, it Engliſh made Silks and 
Hair Stuffs be not allowed to be worn five Moneths in the Year, will __— not onely from 
| the former Argument, that there are little other Commodities to exchange 1n 7zrty for 
them but S/k azd Hair ; but alſo becauſe the Winter Seaſon, wherein theſe S:/ks and Stuffs are 
prohibited to be worn, 15 the chief time for the Conſumption of Suk and Hair Stuffs,for that 
the richeſt Silks ad Stuffs are worn in that ſeaſon, and is the principal time tor the Conſump- 
.-  tionof them. And if this he true, (as moſt certain it 15) that this will cauſe fo great an Abate- 
4, ment inthe Exportation of our Cloths made of Exgliſh Wool, what miſerable Poverty and 
Deſolation will it bring upon the ManufaQturers of the Staple Commodity of this Nation, 
and in little time force them alſo to tranſport themlelves to Forein Parts, to the great Depo- 
pulation, Diſhonour, and Danger of the Nation ; tor hereby there will not be People ſuftici- 
ent to cat up the Corn, nor ſtrength to detend the Nation. 
| If it beobjefted, That the emjoyning the wearing of Woollen Manutatture five Months 
in the Year, will anſwer the Conſumption of Wodll that is abated in the Exportations. : It 
| isanſwered, That it had need exceed it three times over ; for that the making 60000 Cloths 
in a Year more than now is, will not ſet ſo many people at work, as the other will throw 
out of work ; and if it could be ſuppoſed that there would be vent for ſo many more, it is 
*  Preſumed there would not be found Wooll enough to make them, 'it being now ſomewhat a 
l Fw Commodity, and raiſed in price a third part to what it was ſome years paſt. $o that 
F indeed at this time there is no juſt cauſe to complain of the want of Conſumption of Wooll, 
ir being a good ſcarce and ready money Commodity ; but that the Reftr aizt of Silk and Hair 
Saf: and the enjoyning the Wear of Woollen,will neither increaſe the Conſumption of it to 
ſuch a degree, nor yet an{werable to the Abatement of the Exportation of it by 15 Or 20000 
Clothes per annum, 1s proved thus ; becauſe the Nobility, Gentry, and better fort of Tradef- 
men, will not wear our courſe Cloths made ot Ezgliſh Wool! onely, but fine Dutch Cloth, 
and Cloth made of Spaniſh Wool, which in ſome of the fineſt Cloths have not above five or 
fix pounds of E#/ib Wool! in a whole Cloth, as the Makers of fine Cloths will acknow- 
ny 4 ledge ; ſo that little Ezeliſh Wool! will be conſumed by them that uſe to wear Silks and Stuffs, 
| and on the other hand the poor Manutacturers both of Woollen, Silk, and Hair, they general-- 
ly wear our courſe Cloths and Stutts made all of Ezgliſh Weooll, and theſe being cither impo- 
| veriſhed hereby that they cannot cloath themſclves but with Rags, or be forc'd beyond the 
Ts Seas, muſt necellarily cauſe a far leſs Conſumption of our Ez2/ijh Woot. For it cannot be 
| Tuppoſed that the expence of Ezgliſh Wooll in fine Cloths, can anſwer to the loſs of that 
it expence which 15 now worn by theſe poor Creatures. Sothat indeed the expence of Exzlifh 
| Wool! will by this means be abated in Exglazd not onely fo much, but much more than 
what the Abatements of the Exportations of our Woollen ManufaQtures amount unto, by 
[ meansof ſuch a Reſtraint of the one, and enjoyning the other. 


That by Reſtraint of the Wear of any part of Silk, the Conſumption of Wooll muſt needs 
be lefſen'd, for that rhe ſeveral Stufts hereafter mentioned, viz. 


Bombazines Virgins Beauty Horſted Batratines 
| | Anthorines Drafts of all ſorts | Glaſſamines 
| Sk Sayes Druggets of all ſorts Katherina's 
) ; _ Wk Calamantoes b TamMpes 
ind Silk Maſquerades | Silk Glorioſa's of all ſorts \ Eftameenes * 
S?ript Cheneys | Sulk Shades | Effegenes 
4+ and all or moſt of Norwich Stuff? with great numbers of other Stuffs, too many to be here 
'", - WWlerted, having but onepart of Silk in them, and nine parts of Worſted, which is our E9- 
4 ys Wooll, which through the Ingenuity of the Weavers and others concern'd therein, - 


'... _  Aremadeve ig vi for the uſe and wearing of divers perſons in the Winter Seaſon : 
bb yet becauſe of that little part of Silk in them, cannot then be worn in Apparel, to the leſſening 
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| the Conſumption of Wooll, and to the takingaway the chiefpart of the Trade and Imploy- 
. ment of many thouſand perlons. © 
This Injunitton of the one, and Reſtraint of the other, will much depreſs the Proteſtant, 
-and advance the Papal Intereſt, not only in Ergland, but throughout Exrope ; and were it 
not but that by the unanimous Votes of this prelent Proteſtant Parliament, wherein (to the 
chearing of Ezgliſh Hearts) they have maniteſted ſo much zeal for the Proteſtant Jntere 
and the Rights and Privileges-of Exg!iſhmen, 1t would cauſe great ſuſpicion of ill deſigns ; 
for there is nothing more conducing to the deſtruction of the Aloo Relizion, and the ad- 
vancement of Popery, than the diſuniting of the Hearts and AﬀetCtions of the Engliſh people, 
who are generally Sago and the beſt ſort of Proteftants. And this the Jeſnirs have 
not been wanting by all means to effett, and there is nothing more proper thercunto, than to ' 
bring off the Aﬀections of the People from the Love of Parliaments by. any means whatſo- 
ever, which they know are the greateſt Anticipation and ObſtruCtion of their damnable de- 
figns ; but through the mercy of God they have in a great meaſure been hitherto prevented, 
and it's hoped yet will, by a timely proſpect of thoſe things that may cauſe it. And though 
it cannot be thought, that ny true Exeliſhnan would knowingly countenance, but deteſt 
ſuchdefigns ; yet it is feared if ſuch an AQt ſhould vgs it would not only alienate the 
AfﬀeQtions of many thouſand Proteſtants, by expoſing them to Want and Penury, and to beg 
their Bread, and ſeek it in other Countries ; but alſo would make this great and populous 
Nation, (which at preſent under God is the Fortreſs of the Proteſtant Religion) ade enfible Þ i 
againſt the Papal defigns, by ſcattering up and down in other parts of the Work, thoſe that ,'Þ ©: 
are ready at all times, and beſt adapted to defend it, and put them upon a temptation by # 
their neceſſities and dwelling among{t them to turn Papiſts. And this alſo ini ſhort time 
will carry away the Trade of the Nation (which is now increaſing and flouriſhing). to other 
Parts of the World that are generally our Enemies ; to the utter ruine of the whole Nation, 
both in Trade and Navigation, and the facred Religion thereof. And of what evil conlc- 
quence this will be to the Nobility and Gentry, by bringing down the price of their. Lands, 
may eaſily be conceived by an ordinary Capacity. ” 
gain, If this I-jarition of the one, and Reffraint of the other, do paſs into a Law, it 
will not only deftroy the moſt chief and principal Manufacture of the Nation, whercby fo 
many Thouſand Native Proteſtants get.their livelihood and ſubſiſtance,but (which is coruſide- 
rable) it may truly be called the. Proteſtant Trade, for it ſets to work and employs moſt of the 
Strangers and Foreign Proteſtants that fly from the tyrannical Perſecutions of the Papi 
. other Countries , and They mult be forced-alſo to return again ; for it is judged th-* 
Parts of ten of the Proteſfazt Strangers that comes over into Exg/and, are emplov 
Trade of S:/k and Hazr, to their great comfort both of Soul and Body : And the} 
London do treely receive them, and that in ſo great numbers, that a very great | 
Silk and Hair-weaving Trade 15 managed by theme and their Dependants. And 
Sk and Hair Trade encouraged, as it's hoped it will by this Parlzamert, ther 2 mi ghty. 
received 1000co more into the Trade, ſo benehcial is it to Exeland, and fo conliderable to 
the ſtrength of the Proteſtant Intereſt, T>,_ | 


But now if it ſhall pleaſe the Parliament inſtead of reſtraining the wear of our own Manu- 
faCtures, to prohibit the wearing of S'lks and Stuffs Manntactured in Foreign Parts, this would 
certainly inrich and people the Nation, and cauſe a greater Conſumption of Wool, as alſo 

_ » advance and ſtrengthen the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion. 

It will inrich and people the Nation, for that a great deal of the Money that is ſent out of 
the Nation to purchaſe the Silks and. Sruffs Foreign ManutaCtured, will be kept among us ; 
as alſo all that Money that is paid to Workmen abroad tor the Manufucturing of theſe Silks 
and Stuffs, will be carned by the Natives and Strangers in Ezg/ana, and fo make way for the 

Employment of many Thouſands more than 1s in the Nation. 

It will alſo 5a the Conſumption of Exg/iſþ Wool abundantly, for that there being 
more expence of Silk, becauſe of the Manufacturing of thoſe Silks here that uſe to come 
from other Parts, there will be alſo far greater quantities of Cloths made of 'Exg/iſh Wool 
exported in exchange for Silk ; and belides the expence of Ezg/iſh Wool will not only be 
increaſed by the exportation of more Cloths, but a great deal morethan is will be worn in 
England, and the Plantations belonging thereunto, by this means ; 'tor that Foreign Silks 
that come ready wrought from other Parts, eſpecially from Hollzzd, France, and Eaft-India, 
with their painted Calicoes, arz generally flight and very cheap, and {ct up the mcaner ſort 
of People (as Maid-Servants, and es in the garbs of Gentry, which otherwiſe would 
wear the decent, uſeful, and profitable wear of Cloth, Kerlies, and other Stufls made of 

| Wodl, as they would alſo do in the Plantations, for that our Ezgliſh Silks being generally rich 
and well made Silks, they cannot fo well go to the price of them, and that this prohibition 
of Foreign-wrought Silks will certainly promote the Conſumption of Wool, is maniteſt by / 
Experience ; for ſince the late good ACt was made for the prohibiting of Frezch Silks, _ 
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uantitie reed, tay 
of - People ws av both:Natzve-and'Fore 
at. foes of the Nation; which expence of Engliſh: 'ool has be been 
cauſe, that more. Silks has been. made here in that Ore fo 
viable Argument. to prove, that the more Silks are worn'in Exglgn, 
ie greater is the Conſumption of Engliſh Wool; for, ſach- perſoy: 
'Doth certainly. expend, more. Enolifh Wool .( ry 
_ twenty Gemlemen that wears Cloth made 0 Spaniſh Wool, and fine4 
all probability; it Silks ManufaQuured. here were encouraged, and ks: Fort 

' _ hihitedtobe wort, it  SOToun 9d bring -back the' whole Trade'of the? 
facture into England na Jittle Gmc by preventing the exportation, of Waal, i | 
. yeild as good or: þetfer price here-than.it dothrin other Parts, agit will do if the 

occaſion tor it, .1t, will not. be-tran{ orted as row it 1s to Fraxpe and ; by 

they. gain a conhider operable ſh - o 0 KEN pollen Trade, to their great 
+ Abroad, and toour great trime DAS ap. 
« his muſt needs Cormlhate ud Sake theIntereſi (0) 
. this Nation being the chict/ of all the Prozefant Countries,; 
it muſt needs ſtrengthen it; as well as the Unity of them, 0 
_ certainly cauſe the Nation to flouriſh both in Riches and Þ 

Bleſſing of God, make ho yet more formidable and {trong ag 'Our 1 
by enabling of us not. 0 Had to defend our ſelves againſt them, farts 0.706 F 
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E _ t: 4NS WER to the moſt Material Obyeftions againil | 
'_ _ ._ »the Bill for Reſtraining the Eaſt-India ja Silks,SCC. 
" Humbly offered to the Conſuderation of the Lords, 


Obj. H AT Trade « inits Nature free, find) its own Channel, and beſt direc! 
[SK its own Courſe. 
Anſ. All trading Nations have, and do at this Day put a reſtraint 
upon Trade according as their Circumſtances require : The French 
| have many Years ſince, by extraordinary Impoſitions, prohibitedall our 

Woollen Manufattures, and by that means have ſet them. up in their own Country, to their 
great. Advantage. The Dutch, who are little more than Carriers of Goods from one 
Country to another, yet do often prohibit, and for Inſtance, have by great Impoſicions 
prohibited our Dyed Woollen ManufjaQures, by which means they have gained that 
profitable Imployment. The PYenetians have prohibiced our Cloth; The Sweeds and 
Danes the like. The French have by ſevere Edits prohibiced all Indian Silks, Bengells, and 
Painted Calicoes; and a Multitude of Inftances might be given of this Nature. Our 
own Statuie-Books are full of them ; the A# of Navigation, and the 4# for Preventing 

the Exportation of Wooll have been, and are of infinite Benefit to this Kingdom. 
Obj. That the Eaft-India Trade » preatly beneficial ro England. | : 
Znſ; If what the Writers forthe Eafft-Þ14ia Company have aſſerted be true, That Three 
Parts of Four of the whole imported have been again exported to Foreign Parts, or it 
* what the late Author. of the Eflay on the Eaſt-India Trade aflerts be true, That one balf 
has been exported. and has brought in 60000017. more than the prime Coſt in India, then 
this Trade, in that Reſpe&, may well be accounted a profitable Trade to this Nation : 

But this, though often aſſerted, has not been made appear in ſuch manner as a Buſineſs of 
ſo; great a concern to the Eft-Indis Company ought, or might have been; and we have 
greattReaſon to believe that no ſuch Quamities are,or ever were exported ; But ſuppoting 
that. great Quantities were exported, this -Bill does notexcend to hinder that Trade. 

.  Obj. That it muſt be gramed that the Eaſt-India-Trade in General % prejudicial ro Europe, 
and if all by common C' far wot agree to deal no more with them, it would ſave the Expence 
of 8 great Treaſure ; but ſince that cannot be done, it would be Egregious Folly in ws to quit it. - 

Anſ. The Reaſon why the Eaſt-India Trade is prejudicial, is, becauſe we draw froth 
thence nothing of ſolid uſe, Materials to' ſupport Luxury, Periſhable Commodities, and ſend 
thither Gold and Silver, which is there buried and never returns, and the Burden of this / 
bears hard only on the Countries'which conſume them, .as the Author of” the Eſſay has / 
very well obſerved, and from thence inferr'd , That the French did wiſely to prohibir. 
Now if this be true, as undoubtedly it is, ' there cannot be greater or more cogent Argu- 
ments for the pafling this Bill, which is not to deſtroy the whole Trade,but only part of that 
which their own Advocate acknowledge is very hard upon us, who are the Conlumers. 

 Oby. The Bill now propoſed will be abſolutely deftruFive to the Eaſt-India Trad:, and ſhould 
we quit the Hold we have in India, the Dutch will 'undoubtedly ingro/e the whole, which 
* will be of dangeroas Conſequence. - ” | 

Anſ. That what by this Bill-is to be reſtrained cannot be computed to above one half of 
the home Conſumption, and the whole is accounted, by the Author of the Eſſay, bur or« - 
half of the Trade; fo that at moſt it will be lefſen'd bur one Fourth Part, which by the 

Addition that may be made by bringing home Raw: Silks, Cotton Yarn, ec. thay in a 
great mealure be made good ;\ And why Three Parts and more ſhould not be'carry'd on 
without the remainder, is very hard tor us: to imagine. The French have prohibited all 

Wrought Silks, Bengalls and Printed Callicoes ; and yet they carry on their Faſt-India Trade: 
and in caſe the Ezſt-India Company, eitherthrough Poverty or ahy other Reaſons, ſhould 
not; he 'able or willing to carry it on, there are Merchants nt 2s Eypland cotake itup: 
But.if- we cannot trade there 'without-the Conſent of the Durch, *who'are now very pow- 
erful and can bring together 4o ſtrong Frigats (as the Author of "the Eiſay cells us) which 
is much more than we are able or'can pretend to do,: they 'may' a8 Eafily ber us out of 
the whole as of what will be {till lefr. Therefore the beft 'way as we humbly conceive to 
ſecure us from thoſe Fears, is, to keep our Treaſure to imploy our own people, and ijficreaſe 
our ſtrength at home. LY En on Cn We 

Obj.7he Company ſend great 'qyamities of out 'Manufactures;and baveis return WrooghtSilks. 

. 'flu/. The Company are obliged to ſend-41 00d00 |. worth of our Manufatures, but have 
not done it; for by Accounts taken out of: the Cuſtom:-hovuſe 'BbYks, there, cantot be 
found 100000 [. worth in Two years 'laff paſt, and' not 40000 Lwotth laſt year, nd how 
much of this has been really: Exported and-ſent to '1ndis we' know not,but have Bear rea- 
ſon to, believe that great Quanticies were eitfter not ſhipr'off,- or nor. fent' thither, but to 
Spain or other Parts where chey- take in' Bultton + for this is molt certain that the Þdiayti 
wear none, or fo little of our ManufaQtures as-is'not\worth mentioning : 'Tis true that 
ſince the Company have been obliged they have ſent ſome Cloth; which they have ſold in 
the Gulph of Perſia, and brought in returns Raw Sik, *which have been wrought up by 

| ; the 
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